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CAPITALISM RE-ARMS 


Any doubt that capitalism has any other way out for its burning contradictions 
save war, is rapidly being dispelled by the mass of statistics on the re-arwament of 
capitalist countries that is feverishly taking p ace in every direction. After all, 
what can eapitalism do with its mass of surplus energy and material that it annually 
accumulates? Each year the workers turn over to the bosses an increasing quantity of 
products which the employers find increasingly difficult to dispose of and sq realize 
a profit. Productivity increases by multiplication, the world warket scarcely increas- 
es at ali and sometimes positively decreases. 


The result of this process ef capitalist accumulation where threugh the exploita- 
tion of the workers, the owners of industry amass .a great deal of stuff of which they 
cannot get rid, has been the realization of a world economic crisis. In the 19th cen~ 
tury, the crisis was the temporary and abnormal phase of economic life; today it is the 
regular and permanent condition of the economic order. Factories can produce in @ne 
year, say, what under the ,iven conditions, it may take several years to consume. Thus 
given a year or two of full capacity production, and again the world markets are glut- 
ted and the factories must ciose down ¢r operate on part time for another seven or 
ten years. 


Under such circumstances, the only way a national capitalism can exist is to pile 
up reserves in order te batter dewn the barriers cf international competition and to 
win the markets for that particular country at the expense of others. In the early 
part of the 20th century these reserves were capital reserves by which the monopolists 
and trusts in the important countries dumpéd their goois on the world market and beat 
down competition by selling below the average rate of profit or even below the cost 
of production Today, however, so high are the tariff barriers around each country, 
so deep is the drive for national self-sufficiency, that the reserves must be in the 
form of military material The markets can not be won ,eacefully merely by dumping 
goods; they must be won through direct physical action. They can be won only by war 


Were capitalism not to form these reserves at all, tién the alternative would be 
an endless 6conomic depression due to capitalist overpreduction arsing frow the ox- 
ploitation of the workers who get only a smail portion of what they produce. Frotrae~ 
ted psttods of unemployment and depression can only lead to chaos, disintegration and 
revolution. When the State must feed the workers rather than tne workers feed the 
State, this marks the end of the given social system. From this we can see that the 
way out of the continuous industrial deprassion for capitalism is through political 
activity only, through war. But by war, the industrial crisis is simply raised te its 
highest intensity into a political crisis. If industrial depression can lead to revee 
lution, then war must surely do so. The capitalists are really caught between the de- 
vil and& the deep sea, 


At any rate, in order to put an end to the paralysis of the economic crisis, the 
capitalists have taken to virulent nationalism in the form of Faseism. The present 
history of the important countries of the world, with few exceptions, js makked by the 
development of the most arrogant chauvinism and rapaciousness. There is tae example 
of Japan in China and Italy in Ethiopi and Germany in Europe. Such countries are en- 
geging in all sorts of provocative adventures trying to start wars that would redistri- 
bute the wealth and markets of the world in their favor. The rulers of these countries 
have reopened their factories, it is true, but now all thgir accumulated stuff’ is in the 
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So long as the working class of the world, especially in Burope | 


ganized and the proletarian revolution was on the order of the day in many countries, — 


the capitalists having just wmerged from a war that had exhausted a large partion ef. ‘ 


tas orld, could not engage in new world strug, e3. But today the proleterian revoDu- 
tionary forces in most of the important countries have been signally defeated; Today 
it ig Fascism that is victorious in the central portion of Europe. Whatever remnants 
6xist of the former Communist International so proudly organized by Lenin, are today 
cooperating with decaden t leyers of the bourgeoisie to boost nationalism and militar. 
ism ir such countries as France, England, Czechc-Slovakia and so forth. No longer de- 
terred by tue threat of proletarian revolution, tic capitalist can show their real 
colors, their hateful and destructive character. Teday the capitalist system exists 
not for the furtherance of the »productive forces but for the development of the forces 
cf destruction. It is the capitalist who today sabotages production closes down his 
plant and rots the wares of the country; it is the ca;italist, who, given the first 
chance he can yet, plunjes the world repeatedly into one huge blood bath after another. 


Today all industry is autordinated to the war wachine, as the State a,paratus rises 
to unprecedented woight and crusaes all before it. Tho great trend to nationalizetion 
that is takin, place in all capitalist countries is definitely a trend to coordinate 
this war machine and wake it more jerfect. With tne bunkruptcy of private industry as 
a creative nistoric force, tie State ste;s in; but it can step in only for destructive 
war ends. In France, the bourgeoisie has consented to nationalize the armament concerns 
for the sake nf greater efficisncy in tine of war. Now the State guarantees the profits 
of ths former owners at a tiws when tne profit systsw is in a precarious state yenerally 
Furthermore the workers can now bs kept down better. ‘Wationalization of the armament 
works means that strikes in those places become acts of sedition which can be put down 
with ali the brutal power of the State. 


In Germany the Krupp and other war conecrns are under tns close control of the 
Fascist State It is the sane in Italy. In England the number of firms receiving war 
contracts and special consideration by the National Government of Great Britain is 
carefully limited so that tic State can adequately control every part of their produce 
tion and sce that tne firms live up to the nceds of tue war machine and the State. 
Similar conditions exist throughout Kurorc. Even in the United States, home of rampant 
individualism and crassest prstensions of }rivate industrial empires, even here the 
eapitolists are quite prepared to ;rss legislation restrictin, the amount of profits 
the war firms may make and ensuring State control over such firms. 


At first glance it might seom that capitalists snould be opposed to nationalization 
of tnouir factories or of limitation of tuoir profits especially in such councries as 
the United States. And yet they cannot hsip themseives. War preparation is taking up 
such a huge part cf tae national income that the other capitalists outside of the war 
firms fecl that thex& budgets must be made as econotiical as possible, This can only be 
done by regulating tne profits of thoso relatively few men who contrel the armament 
ring. The few are here rogulated for the benefit of the capitalist class as a whole. 
This is all tne more necessary in a period of economic depression when all the other 
firms find it hard to pet ecrders while the armamert firuws work night and day. 


Of course it must not bo imagined that the armauent ring is not making huge profits 
Just the same. Krupps, for exampic, record the follcwing profits: 
1931-32 108,000,000 marks 
1932-33 119,009,000 
1933-34 177,000,000 
1934-35 232,000, 000 
1935~36 288,000,00C 
“Ye can only vaguely guess what the profits wiil amount to for the year 1937. 
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: pbeteaen are eine weuese’ ee rraseiee fiiase are santreens war 4, 
1 stead of government bonds. “uch people might conceivably bo for a steel 
tia buy stocks at low priccs and at the end of the strike make a very 


ae. tle Should be rs sleidc tn prea nie that since the capitalists have ‘taken to the road 
of liquidating their econowic crises by devéloping their war industries, that sinoee the 
. ¥tip al aceumulation of society is now in the form of war materials to an ever increasing 
extent, this means that the old adjustment betwoen light and heavy industry is now 
entirely destroyed. hat is accumulated is not naw a balanced amount of means of con- 
sumption in light industry and means of production in neavy industry, but all the en- 
ergies af socisty is now concsntratcd in booming heavy industry only, stzel, iron, 
fhemicals, minerals, machine, auto, etc.x To meet the wur necds, tremendous expansion 
is taking plsce in certain restricted industries while other industries may even be 
Shrinking. This itsslf can lead to most sorious vwenvulsions, since the norual funetione 
ing of socicty cannot stand such u lack of balance. The huge concerns now being built 
to meet the war nocds of the State, can not stand for one day unlcss the war orders 
keep pourin g in Thus there wave been ereutod industries which te keep going mst 
noller over louder for war and war orders. And, what is most ominous, these very in- 
dustrics are becoming tic most important of all, the very heart and soul of the capital- 
ist productive systeu. 
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+4 is important to nots how racidly the wer budgcts huvs increased and how much 
of the total national income is now béing poured ints war armaments. The following 
table siiows the amounts spent in 1914 just before the wer, and in 1935 (in millions 
of dollars) 


1914 1935 

United States 244.6 709.9 
Great Britain TO KeteaL 483 

France 348.7 TOL. 
Germany 463.3 360 

Italy 179.1 354.6 

Japan 95.5 269.2 

Total Lyt0Ga3 2,873.7 


Of course in considering this table, there must be taken into account the fact that 
prices are still above those of 1914; at the same time it should be observed that the 
deadly character of the instruments produced ‘haya immeasurably been improved. 


At any rate, these figures are for 1935. How out ef date they are ean be seen 
by looking at the figures for Gormany. Evon the government admits the following 


expenditures: 

1933-34 3,000,.000,000 marks 
1934-35) . 5,500,000, 000 
1935-36 10, 600,000, 000 
1938-347 13°600,000,000 


Since 1935 a great armament race has developed. In a report published February 14, 
1937, for example, the Forsign Policy Associatian dceolared that a survey of 60 nations 
had showed that in the two ysars from. 1934 to 1936 the armament bill had jumped from 
an estimated 5 billion dollars to over 11 billions. The report affirmed that "current 
armament proframs are based almost universally on the assumption that war is an immi- 
nent possibility 
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Again we must stress that even this report goss up to only 1936 and that since chs 
then even more manacing advanecs haves besn made. In Ingland, the governmont is buying 
30,000,000 gas masks for its entire population, as is Japan, Germany end other countries 
Mothers give birth to children now all under gas masks. All the smaller European 
countries are iiterally armed camps. 


It is important to remewber thot the #igures given out by the various governments 
by no m6éuns represent the rexl amounts spent con armawents and for war protection. In 
Francs, for example, it wes cstimated that in 1935 the Comite des Forges, or Metallur-~ 
gical Federation, sold Germany six million tons of iron ore for guns and siells. Here 
intidentally is snother reason for the nationalization and-control of such firms which 
his beon initiated by the People's Front Government of France. Of course, such nation-~ 
alizgetion dogs not in the le. st diminisn the output of guns and shells, but it insures 
tht ‘the country's rivuls do not gst them but that they remain within the borders, In 
1935 it w:s reported tict Germany really spent 4 billion dollers thet year alone and 
that she hid stocksd up some 20,000 «wirplenes ready for use. What must be the situa 
tion today in 1937? 


A report hers just bean issued by Mr. Yelch, the mcenager of the Bendix Aviation 
Exnort Corporstiocn which gives us an inkling to tne situation. He declares thet ale 
most . billion dollars will be spent in 1937 for new aircraft and equiyment alone and 
that four cut of every five of tic 28,500 units to be produced will be fighting planes. 
The procuction of airplwnes this your wiil squal half of tis sntife supply that the 
world inus .ccusulated up tne presint. or. Welch offsred tas “elilwwing, tables; 


present éraft 1937 construction 

militery eivil nilitary civil 
Czecho-slovekia 2,400 £29 700 69 
France 5, 809 2,093 2,800 700 
Germany z,900 1, 8c9 2,900 254 
Great Brituin 3,600 1,597 2,700 528 
Italy 3,600 259 2,300 65 
Japan 3,000 104 2,100 58 
Raxzexk Rumania 2,200 iL 400 8 
Jugo-Siavie 1,209 58 540 6 
Poland 2,200 204 700 30 
yee plies 5,400 1,900 3,000 200 
United States 2,600 9,071 1,200 — 2,640 


Here is an interesting proof of how an industry that ctarted out as an entirely 
pegeeful one has bocous almost overwheimed by tne wer machine. Leaving out tne United 
States and Russia, of the tot:l uirplanos to be produced, approximately 15,000 will be 
for war und 1,700 for civil aviation. But cven nore we must not be fooled. It has 
just boon stated by the Booing Aviation Corporation which menufactures the great 
sirlincs of the United Stntes, that the cirplanes for civil oppration and the new big 
gsombers for the government are almost exactly «like in all importsnt respects and can 
be transformed from onc to tha other in short notice. Furthermore, it must not be ima 
gined for one moment that these. figures are really the entire truth. The rsport that 
Germeny had 20,900 war pli.ncs in 1935, was made, for oxample, by no less a personage 
than Yinston Churchill in tho fleuse of P:arliament. 


As in svication so in all the war production fronts, tus advances that are being 
made in 1937 break all records¢* France, Belgium and Uolland ars undertaking huge new 
fortifications of their borders. Turksy.is busy refortifying the Dardennelles. German; 
hrs clso built a strong of fertresses for hear own neéds. 


Thers has just been announced from Britain a record breaking armament program 
of over 7 billion dollars, thooretieally to be spent over a period of five years but 
most likely to be spent in much quicker time then th:.t. The normal expenditure on 
defence will be tripled and the cost of British armaments in a single year will be twic 
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ag much as the entire eost of earrying on the British Government in the last financkal 
year before the Yorld War, Three new battleships costing at least 40 million dollars 
each will be rushed through as will two now aircraft carriers and seven new oruisers 

of 9,000 tons exch. The mechanization of the crmy froi top to bottom with every new 
device added will be speeded through. Iminonse reserves of ammunition will continue te 
be accumulated. The air force will be increased to 10,000 fighting planes immediately. 
Of course, the United States will now have to follow suit, cspecially in the naval 
progran. Today the war budgct of the United States Governuent is the larges® in its 
peacetime history. 


What do all these expenditures moan for the masses? Immediately it moans a great 
increaso in the cost of living and a drastic downward revision of all their standards 
Relief will be cut, educational «nd similar social expenditures of the State reduced 
heavy sles taxcs imposed. In this respect the situation in Germany is typical There 
Speed up has been instituted to such a pitch that the Institute for Eoonomlo Resecroh 
has to call for more consideration of labor and the Nazis must warn the employers ayxikm 
against exhaustion of labor. Holidays are forgotten, pi-yment for Sunday work and for 
overtime has been stoppod. Wages have been cut to the bonc. The standard of nutrition 
ehas boen reduced by 207%. 


Accordingly, illness among workers has greatly increased. The German Medical 
Gazette of October 24, 1936, in what it describes as a "comparatively conservative" 
estimate, records that, in 1935. the numbers of cases of illness among insured and 
sleried workers, was 28 higher than in 1932, the worst period of the crisis. The 
only check on these measures against tho workers that the German employers resognize 
is the danger of undermining tha physical standard of tie source of cannon fodder. 


In the final analysis ths remrmament race mecns that the masses ara soon to be 
hurled into the slaughter. They wiil pay heavily for their sins in not exterminating 
the vermin of capitalism. Either the Dictatorship of the *rolsetariat or Death, that 
is how history puts the question. But the human rece cannot commit suicide, It will 
go to Communism and the rule of the workers. 
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A MARXIST STUDY OF THE FORCES LEADING TO THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR OF 1860. 


Like the English Civil Wars of tho 17th century, tho Awerican Civil War of the 
19th hos not by any means beon sufficiontly studied by Marxists of this country. In 
our articles on Abraham Lincoln and on John Brown we have touched on this period of 
American history through the medium of biography. In this article we mean to make a 
slight sketch of the forces leiding to the trrepressible conflict of 1840. Three 
distinct sots of ant:gonistic forces focused to produce that terrible conflict, namely, 
the South, the Yest 2nd the Bast. In the early part of the 19th century, the ‘Jest uni~ 
ted with the South against the East. This was typified by the Presideney of Jefferson 
end later even of Jackson, In the middle of the 19th century the West broke away from 
the South «and alliod itself with the Bast or North. This shift was decisive for the 
struggle that ultimately broke out in the country. 


The Yost represented the small agrarian property holder who was trying to seek 
his fortuno, to remain independent, retaining control of the means of production, and 
to escapé from the increasing pressure of the State. Up to the 19th century Western 
individualism could run away from the State; from then on, it had to face the State and 
capture it. The Liberal State was catching up with both farmer and frontiersman. 
Slavery, too, was prossing its spurs into tho independent small owner. Representing 
agrarian individuslism, a vast democrqtic movement arose among the lower propertied 
elements esepciclly of the West, 


In its fight against the State, the democratic West could find friends among the 
Southern plantocrasy. Having spurned as allies the hired laborer and slcevs, both of 
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whom were alien to the region, the West could turn nowhere else for better support en 


their side, too, the Southern slave-halders could here play a profitable game. The 

South was losing out in its cconomic struggles against the Northern capitalists. It 

needed the vest for its aims of Yestern expansicn, It could use the Vest in joint 

battles ogcinst the North and East. At the sme time the Southern oligarchy did not 

fear democracy. In the vast domains under its control there was.a slavery which no 
emo had ycot dared to shellenga. 


It was to cexemt this alliance that the South could tolerste Jeffersonian democra- 
cy. "Jeffersonian Peuocr icy did not imply any abandoniient of the property and particu- 
lerly the landed qualifications on-the suffrage or office holdings; it did not involve 
any fundamentcl alterctions in the national constitution which the Federalists hed de- 
Signed as a foil to ths levelling propensities of the masses; it did not prepose any 
inew devices for a more iiimedinte and direct control.of the voters over the instrumen- 
talities of government. “Jeffersonian Democracy simply meant the possession of the fed- 
6ral governnent by the agrarian masses led by an aristocracy of slave-owning planters, 
and tne ‘theoretical repudiation of the right to use the government for the benefit of 
any capitalistic groups, fisecl, banking, or wanufecturing." (C.A.Beand: Boonomic Cri- 
Sins of Jeffersonian Democracy ) 


Thus, too, ct the time of tne Missouri Compromisé when the cry of the cbolitionists 
wes already to be héard, the "dewocrat" Yackson could suggest te Congress "to pass 'such 
xkm.a law as will prohibit under severe penalties the circulation in the Southern States 
of incendiary publications interded to instigate the sl-ves to insurrection,!" (S.B. 
Ueacock: Lincoln Frees the Sinves) This was the price-the West paid for its Southern 
connections. 


By the time of Ardrow Jackson, however, the West, with its frontier now at the 
Mississippi, was beginning to find its voice. It could not be coerced; it would have 
tp be duped, Larger concessions had to be made to these rough Westerners if the South 
was to maintain its control Under Andrew Jackson the Jeffersonian name of Republican 
Was muanged to Democrat and the franchise was extended, the old "rascals" were cleaned 
cut of political office and the Westerners were ‘2llowed to taste the bribes of govern- 
ment fer the time being. 


Incidentally, it is interesting to compare this rough democratic sevement of the 
.€St with the genteel de:ocr tic sighs of such effete Easterners ag Ralph Pepe Se) 
son, now hailed by so witny Liberals. Vriting in 1644 Emerson could declare: " he spirit 
ef cur American Radicalism is dsstructive md .imless. It is not loving; it h4s no 
ulterior and divine ends, but is destructive only cut of hatred and selfishness," The 
Concord School of thinkers headed by Emerson and Thoreau tried hard to run away from 
rude reality. They built little Utopins. They became mystics, transcendentalists, 
believers in orientsl philosophies. They succeeded in escaping reality so well that 
as late as 1859 Emerson could write: "No man living will see the end of slavery." 
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The alliance between Vestern individualism eaiud the slave power could not last 
long. The future of individuelism lay in Northern competition and not in the Southern 
Sluve camps. By means of canals and water routes the West was heing bound up firmly 
with the Bastern cities. lWUitherto Western products had been shipped down the southward 
flowing rivers to New Orleans. Situation on these rivers, Cincinnati, Louisville, Pitts 
burgh becane great traffic cantors and were hooked up with all Southern markets. But 
in 1825 the Erie Canel was completed and freight rated dropped frou $100 a ton to 
$15 or $25. Rapidly there arose = whole network of canals in the Northwest territory, 
Connecting Ohio, Michigan, Pittsburgh and Cinnminnati directly to the East. 


The second blow in prying the West from the South came simultaneously with the 
canal network. The Yest, from the Appalachians to the Mississippi, had become the grec 
granary of the world. In 1840 the West produced 7.4 bushels per capita, in 1660, 13.3 
‘keuxkux 
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bushels. Sglf-sufficiont farming disappoarcd and ih its place arose capitalist commer 
cial faruing. While the tine of this shift varied for different portions of the Vest- 
ern fariing area, by 1830 Ohio “had generally compl ted this «djustigant and by 1850 it 
was joined by the States farther West, Indicna, Illinois, Michigan cnd a part of Wis- 
consin. 


And with this specialized farming came wacninery produced in the North und Fast, 
In 1840 wheat was generally broadcast by hand; by 1860 tho drill was repidly coming 
into use and much of the whoat in the Mississippi Villey was now gown by wechine. In 
the early 40's wheat was reaped with a cradle; cofter 1860 the employment of the reaper 
swiftly increased. By 1350, wost’ of the throshing ..lso was done by portable meachincry. 


The final blow in tying up the Wsst with the Exst was given by the railroads, 
running Exst and West and not North and South, that signalized the great railroad 
boom period of 1850-1360. The effects were imucnse. In the ‘three years ending 1852 
Cincinnati shipped 1,091,C00 berrels of flour to the South and 37,000 to the Exst. 
By 1860 the throo-year total had changed to 3C0,000 bxrrels shipped South and 1,375,000 
to the E-st. Nor ws this all. Entircly new centers were being built up fer superior 
to ths more Southsrn ones. In 1836 Chicago,hud shivped 78 bushels of grain, in 1850, 
1,831,000 bushels ind in 1860, 31,109,000 bushels. Already by 1850 the nurber of hogs 
pt.cked at Chicrgo had oxceeded the nu;ber packed for the Southern market.: 


Not enly Chiongo, but innutersble Yestern towns boenne absolutely dependent for 
their livelihood on tus rriilro dg and on #astorn enpitclism. Frr fron «ttacking the 
railrocds, Yestsrn States did tucir ut mst to bring tucm in. Every professioncl poli-+ 
tician end lawygr who could do so tried to get into the psy of thé rvilroads which, 
in turn, wore only too gl:.d to link theusclves up with the legal and political lights 
of tne tines, 


Thus, in this tug-ofewer betwissn North end South for the vest, the North had to 
emergs victorious. The discovery of gold in Ci.lifornia h-stened the need for couplete 
victory. Now the North could <fford to plsy its trump card, a card which the South 
could never mitch, nrrely, « free hoiudstéend to every man, 


We have seen that svon in the oirly deys of tne 13th century the pinch of high 
lend prices nad been felt, Now the enclosure of the com.on lands in New England, the 
relentless drive of the Southern plant:.tions and the ripid growth of the oountry had 
created an ever-present land aunger which, in thg@ light of the vast oontinent that 
stretohed beforo the Auericans, cre=ted ua absolutely intolerable se# of contradictions. 
The oommercialization of cgriculture cud the discovery of gold had raised all land 
prices and had caused a land dearth greater than ever. This only accelerated westward 
expansion and sharpened the de:ind for free led. Finally, there was tiie new powerful 
fores, calling for rapid capitalist cultivation of the West, namely, the reilrouds, 
backed up by the new metal machinery fictorics springing up. E-«stern railway «nd fi- 
nance eapitalists could now unite with the Vestern:farmers to push the West to the lini 


The the flogan for a froe homeste:d for every iin took on such momentum as. to 
become irpesistiblo, Yith this slogan the Best was «ble to split the Middle West away 
frou the Southern squirearchy to which it h-d been wodded so long, and to build a new 
Republican Party, in. 1456, 


To the Northern c.sitnlists the openihg up of ‘the ‘cst wis needed for another 
reason. The Revolutions of 1848 in Europe had driven 'ix.ny revolutionary elements to 
these shores. These Irish, Gerian and other colonists wore far from dacile. Settled 
in the new land thcy at once begnn to oriiinize political societies and unions. The 
50's were marked with strikes «id in the grect crisis of 1857, the misery of the uasses 
in the midst of plenty led to 2 dangerous situation. Witk The Homestead Act was thus 
a méusure calculated to stave off tne bebor Problem becoming increasingly pressing in 
the Eastern cities. As the Beards put it: "Energies which in tho normal course of 
affairs would have been devoted to building up trado unions and framing schemes of soci 
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revolution were diverted to afitation in favor of a free farm for every workingman whe- 
ther he wanted it or not." (C.A. and M. Beard: Rise of Anerican Civilization) . 
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The econonic battle, having been won so peacefully, it seemed that all that was | 
necesSery was to wait. But for this very reason the South could not wait. Up to 1860 
it had had dominating control of the. Federal Government. MDesperctely it was trying 
to saintain this control and steadily was it losing out. 


~~ - 


It has been populerly propagandized by historiens and publicists that the Civil 
Yar was c struggles between a pre-capitalist slave system and nodern capitalism. In 
this way two ideas are emphasized: first, thrt slavery is incompatible with capitalisn 
end second, that the Liberal capitalists frescd the slages. Here, then, is another myth 
that has to be exploded. 


The fact of the natter is that Negre slavery formed the very bassis of the capital-~ 
ist system in the United States. As we have seen, it was the only way to get the labor 
er to work for nother's profit. It is estimated that about 12 million Africans were 
brought here in wheains, not counting the untold millions killed in Africa or on the 
passage over. 


During the Revolutionary War, Virginia Liberals and Pennsylvahia Quakers declared 
against the slave trade and tricd to stop further lawful importations. It was hard to 
naintein the principle of Slavery and the Declaration of Independence at the sau tins, 

(Indeed, later on the South was to denounce the Decluration of Independence.) Besides, 
the 4ritish were trying to stir up the slaves to rebellion. The newly imported Negroes 
were always the most recklessly militant and nore tine had to be allowed for their as- 
Ssimilation. Them end of the slave trade, too, was calculated to deal a great blow te 
England and her West Indian colonies, 


Ultinately, the deciding factors were economic, not political. The chief crop 
at the time, certainly in Varginia, the key State, was not cotton, but tobacco, end 
here white labor was decidedly superior, Besides, there was a great glut on the slave 
market. Already the South had beccime divided into regions in which the role that had 
been assigged to such States as Virginia and Maryland was that of a slave breeder. | 
Thus the struggle to stop the slave trade was at bottom a struggle to wipe out Virginia's 
and Maryland's forsign competition. And it was the New England States, particularly 
thet most Liberal of all, Rhode Island, which blocked Virginia's move, 


In the end Virginia preveiled. With the termination of this foreign competition, 
Virginia was abba to give sone basis for its tradition of treating slaves well. To 
feed the slaves well 2nd to bring them together so that they could produce plenty of 
Slive children was a basic point in Virginia economy. And if the Negroes themselves 
would not produce enough children, the master could always call in the Negro women and 
sither turn them over to his forsmen or do the job himself. The Southland, proud of 
its traditions of Southern chivrlry, organized the greatest system of rape known to 
history. 


In the ancient world where slavery was part of a self-sufficient ecenomy, and every- 
thing had to be produced on the place, the slave wes often an educated craftsman. He 
was treated well and sometimes taken into the family. Such was not the slavery of the 
ao-crop South mmx where cotton ruled. Education was forbidden. Conditions were fear- 
ful. Torture and terror were constantly applied. There was no redress save insurrec- 
tion. 


With the invention of the cotton gin, when great quantities of cotton could be 
Shipped out en the world warket, in other words, when the plantation system of the South 
becane linked up with the capitalist system of the regt of the world, slavery became 
highly profitable cand the number of slaves rapidly increased. The South became wedded 
te its "peculiar institution.® 


x 
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to its "peculiar institution.# 


But it was not only the South that benefited. The Napoleonic Wars had accelerated 
the industrial revolution, particularly in cotton textiles. Cheap cotton be@ame the 
very life food of British industries. It built up New England factories. It forned 
the basis of countless fortunes in évery walk of life. As English cotton consumptiaen 
jumped from 13,000 bales in 1781 to 3,386,000 bales in 1860, Southern production leaped 
to 5 million bales. Slevery made cotton King. 


Here was the Basic reason for the terrific hostility to the Abolition nmovenent 
on the part of certain elements in the Northern cities. These were the elements that 


were to sabotage the causé of the North. Now we can also better appreciate why so many 


British Liberals refused to aid tho North in the Civil War. Gladstone wanted to get 
France and Russie to unite with England to stop the Civil War and tnus recognize the 
South. Cobden argued that the South was uore Liberil than the North sines it believed 
in free trade | Bright believed that tue Soutn would be able to secede (but he didn't 
want war with the United States), while Cairnes was sure that. both the occasion and the 
moral feeling of Burope desanded that the South should be allowed to secede as this 
would be also better for the North ! All these gentlemen had built their pyranids on 
the backs of Negro slavery and they wers afraid their whole civilization would crash 

to earth. 


Yet, by 1860, despite all, the South had cone to the end of its rope. Slave labor 
was very wasteful and for it to be profitable there was noeded an abundance of fertile 
soil and a crop which deuanded a steady conbining of labor. Thus there crose large 
plantation s which could be devoted solely to cotton, for only cotton pernitted largs 
nunbers of people to be used ten months in the yecr, 


As the fertile soil becane worn out, two methods were open to the Southern planter 
nanely, either the renewal of tho soil through scientific nethods of fertilization and 
usa, or abandonnent of the old plantation and utilization of fresh lands. Now the 
first alternative was completely closed to the Southern planter by the very institution 
of slavery. Slavety meant sparsity of populition. It spelled the absenoe of towns and 
coumunity isolation. It frowned on good highways «nd easy methods of communication. 

It meant dense ignorance. Only the coarsest and crudest tools could be given the slave 
es. The nore nachinery took hold in the grain belt, the nore reactionary becane slavery 
in the cotton belt. 


Frenetically, the South took to the second cltornctive, territorial oxpeansion. 
In spite of the sparsity of population a ferocious lend hunger nede itself folt, fore- 
ing the South to push en towards the West. Slavery took Florfida, It took Louisianaz. 
It took Texas. It sent marauding expeditions into Mexico, into Cuba, into Nicaragua. 
Crowding behind the Mason-Dixon line the South turned its attention to the North. It 
sent its "poor white trash" into Kangas and Nobraska as Border Ruffians to terrorize 
the countryside. But the Border Ruffians were met by the John Browns. Finally, through 
its mouthpiece, Chief Justice Taney, it decided in the Dred Scott Case that there would 
no longer be recognized any territoricl linits to slavery. 


So, by 1860, the issue had now become clear ~ All or nothings either unlinited 
expansion, or the South would be Shoked to death by the operating law ef dininishing 
returns. Feverish foricgn policy becane scholeric donentic policy. The irrepressible 
conflict was at hand, 


Hk a Rk ee 
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FASCIST PROTOTYPES ( III) nF 
i 


The revolutions of 1848 brought the Catholic Chureh actively into the social 
Scene. The clergy viewed with dismay the rise of liurge bodiés of discontented workmen 
who were moving towards «~ wilitant athoisn in the comrse of thoir struggle. If the 
church was to rotain its hold upon these people it was ¢bsolutcly necessary for it to 
cntér into the social probleu with a will and to espouse the csuse of the poor. In 
this way not only would the Catholic Church naintcin its standing, but tho cnuse of 
social order would be subscrved. 


The Catholics were 411 the more ready to join forces in the criticisa against 
business since they hind Slways regarded sodern ca italism as coincident with the Re- 
formation which hod both deprived the Cétholic Church of its property and had brought 
forth poverty and uisory in its trend. Thus « © tholic Socialism was born which attenp- 
ted to link the idosls of Socizlisn together with thé idylls of the church. 


Such people took pains to prove thet the early Christians were Cocmunists and thet 
there cre no dict« of Jesus to the effect that priv.te property is holy. They pointcd 
out, too, that when ths church possessed a good port of the land of the country, as in 
the ninth century when helf the soil of Italy was in its hands, or in the llth century 
in England and in Germany = the condition of the poor of those tines was wuuch better 
than when the church lost her est tes. They nevér cai.sod to expound the need for the 
termination of irresponsibie Liberalism and for the re-ostablishnuent of mutual duties 
and responsibilities, 


In Germany special conditions existed to ennble the Catholics to attain « Socialist 
position relatively 6 rly. In tic first placs, the Catholics there were a minority 
Whose standing wos by no mucns sccure, ‘itor, under the pressure of Bisuarck, a regua 
lar Kulturkanpf would be ineugurited ageinst then to wipe out their influeuce within 
the Gorvian n.tion. Sccondly, the C-tholics were strong where the discontent of 1848 
haed been taanifest. The church could not fail to bu touched by the dexends of its 
parishioners, Thon, too, it belicved that by attaching itself to the cnuse of the 
workers it would bc able cvsntuclly to supplant Lutioranisn wad regain Gernany for 
itself. Thus it was tho Monscignor Kettlor of Mayence could we«rtily go along with tho 
Lasscllewn nogenent, and write his book on tho Labor Quostion ang Christianity. 


-Those action s of the €xtholic Church, however, only infuriated the hard-boiled 
Prussian reactionists who saw in the tictics of the Catholics not merely aid to the 
workers, but sn aticnpt to mobilize the wassos of the Catholic regions of Bavaria and 
the Southwest agginst Prussia and to connect thou with Catholic Austria. To Bismarck 
the struggle against the Catholic Church was « strug le for German unity. And efter 
the defo:.t of Austria in 1866 it bocane plain to hin thet a vigorous war aust be staged 
to drive the Catholios out of the country. 


In the tesntine, to entrench themselves further, < grect ahy Catholic clergynen 
embraced Lassalle's views, and in 1869, on the eve of their being driven into xtag 
illegality, they net in convéntion and «dopted a prograti for Catholhe social socicties. 
At Fulda the Gorran bishops drafted « progran which declared: "It is} therefore, noc- 
esscry to cone to the assistqnee of the working-class: (1) By providing aginst nuisery 
and want. (2) By providing for the rooting out of vico. (3) By providing for the in- 
provenent of the mornl and intollectual condition of tis working-class. (4) By organi- 
zing labour cnd wages so as to iuprove the worknan's condition (increase of weges in 
proportion to length of sorvicc, profit-sharing, otc.). (5) By encouraging the worknan 
to love his hone. (6) By favouring habits of thrift. (7) By prouoting haruony caong 
factory people. (8) By endexvouring to maintain cordial relations between workron ind 
snployers. (9) By alternating industriel snd sgricultur:1 labours. (10) By protecting . 
the uorcls of working girls. (11) By rendering it possible for nothers of families snd 
uarricd women to attend to their do:estic dutios. 


ee 
becane 
to trade6s 


‘ + its ise ht vie the Gernan Ci:tholie Sadia novenent. went back to the. 

- gulias of uédieval tines. At first it tried to organize nixed guilds of mon and nas-~ 
ters, but when this failed it org«nized workers only. During this period, however, 

. its chief base was rather in the rozions where the artisan and handicraftsnan still 

_ prevailes nd where their interests could bo linked up nationally with the rich land- 
owners rather thn with the nxss of workers in the industrial cities. Their ideal 
was expressed by Popax Leo XII's Encyclical, nanely, that "the corporations which would 

be sot up under the acgis of religion. would ain at ticking all their wembers contcnted 

with their ict, patisnt in toil snd disposed to lead a tranquil, happy life." 


The answer of the ruling cless to the social Catholic action was to atteipt to 
win the workers, thsiisclves through their own school of State Socialisn. The fore- 
runner of this movernont was acacia the preoticaol maneuverer was Bismarck, The the-~ 
oretical work was continued by Wegner and Schuoller and the Sociclists of the Chair. 


Rodbartus was 2 product of the turmoil of 1848 when hs becanc State Minister of 
Education. He intimatsly consorted with bot Lassalle and Bisuarek, sand tried more or 
less successfully to get thei both to work together. His chief idea was thet since 
labor cre:xted all value, the State should take a hind in ab ABE the system of distri- 
bd ution to enable the lnborers to hive moro. He advocr.ted a gradual nationalization 
of industries wiersé each worker could gon to 2 given Fkcdirlesikd on point and turn in 
"labor notes" insted of tioney to receive his just doserts. This was the way «lso to 
prevent revolution. 


Rodb ertus hitiself could make little impression anong tne workers cince hé enjoine 
ed them to leave capital snd lsndownersnip in cxistoncse, not to found trade unions nor 
coopearitive societies nor ta denm:nd protective legislation. He was also opposed to 
the independent politics of tiie proletsrian., What Rodbertus wanted above all was to 
tie up the workers with the agrsricn Junker elenents against the big bourgeoisie and 
in this he wis able to win Lissclle pritionally to his sidc, 


Bismarck procesded fro: the propositicn that the State was a Christian institution 
and that there were mutual responsibilities botween the citizens and the State. Upon 
the citizens of tho State were imposed social duties. The business of the State was to 
sec that these were faithfully dischrrged. In his early youth Bismarck had spoken for 
the formation anew of the compulsory guilds as a ronuedy for overproduction, ater, he 
was able to help organize guilds for artisans in the last quarter of the century. It 
should be kept in mind thet it was only undor the tlows of the French Revodution in 
1811 that guild privilegos had be6n abolished, together with other vestiges of serf- 
dom in Gernany, and that even in 1848 the guild retmants hed played a role under the 
influence of Marlo. 


With Bisuarck, as with other Germans, what was ounipotent was not the nation nor 
the governiuent or adzinistration, but the State. This view of the Prussian ruling 
group could well ae understood when it is seen inte how many principilities Germany 
was broken up, how great was tho pressure of foreign nations upon it, and how vital 

it was for the country's progress to establish unity. Upon the sender of a parcel fron 
Koenigsberg to Metz it was incuubent to calculate tne freight of this con8igngant ac- 
cording to the rates of nearly fiftcen hundred different tariffs. 
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It was no wonder thet the German Liberals were so unpopular with their theories 
of freo trade. Bismarck wos never in syupethy with thou and rested the might of Ger- 
nany not upon manufacture but upon agriculture snd the land. This was the general view 
of the patricians in charge of Prussia at that tinue. | 


The theorixes of paternalism found their practical exponemt in Bismarch, who adop- 
ted such an attitude towards the workers. In treating with the Socialists Bisuarck 
adopted the double policy of trying to terrorize then out of existence and of taking 
away their claims by estcblishing c more or less cotiplote system of socinl reforn, ine 
proving the lot of the workers without giving them the possibility of controlling the 
State while connccting their interests to the State rather than to cither the revolu- 
tionists or the Catholics. 


Soon Bist:arck's laws were rationalizod by governnuuntal theoreticians. These forn- 
ed the school of State Socialists of the Chair, so colled beciuse it was composed pre- 
dominantly of professors who held Chairs in universities. The policy of these St..te 
Socialists was the cnactnont of « complete system of factory end genercl industri-l 
lews, thc ercation of an adequate tariff system to protect the internal econony of Ger- 
uany, the esteblishnuent of sufficient taxes to @nsure responsibility to social under-~ 
takings, the growth of State undertckings, cspecially railways, the forriation of state 
sonopolies, an d an adequate colonial systen. 


"Aocording to the State Socielists, all e:ployers and worknen ought to be grouped 
into corporations. No one should be allowed to exercise a trade unless belonging to 
the corresponding guild, nor be xduitted to a cprpor:.tion previous to having undergone 
an exanination to tost his cipacity; the adriissions should navcr exceed the linits cf 
nunber fixed by each body. The great industrial estcblishments should foru thenselves 
into district or national corporations, and cll the guilds of the sane trade...ought 
to unite so as to fori. national federations. 

"And many State Sucialists do not stop here. They would have the Staite to ragulate 
not only production but even population; they waintcin thet legislation besides placing 
a restriction on freedom in choice of residences, prohibiting cll eigration fro the 
cural districts and the rapid populstion of the large cities, should also put <= check 
on marriage anong prolotarians." (F,Nitti: work cited) 


As can be seon, the State Socislisn of these worthios was really a supplementation 
of private capitalism with a highly developed reginen of control belending into a syse 
‘er of State capitalisn. Thess people, therefore, were r:.ther collecgivists then So- 
sinlists. Except for vague cx »ressions of such non as Rodbertus, who put forth Utopian 
sche.tes of labor notes, the philosophy of the German professors was merely one of cone 
dlete exp-nsion of State control to cover all the activities of the modern social lifes 
Tery ofton it took on an antitdecuitie eharacter, as did also the platfora of the Cath- 
lic Socialists, particularly in Austrian and South Gernany. In their entisenitic 
gitation, these collectivists warncd that the internationclist Jewish Rothschild fan- 
ily possessed one-quarter of bohenta, or a wealth seven times tnat of the Inperial fane 
ily. It was sinister that the Jews controlled one-third ‘of Hungary end were in charge 
sf all the important banks. Ominous, too, were tho holdings of more than 2 million 
un d a half Jews who resided in Austria and had a choking control of internalx economic 
.ife. Such Catholic Sociclists ealled on the State to take this control away fron the 
zrapitalists in goneral and from the Jews first of all. 


With the failure of the anti-Catholic laws, Catholic Socialisn because accepted 

an Gertiany as an cxtrenély important aid to social control. The Prussian-Gerrian State 
‘as now eager to nake this alliance with the Catholics in the light of the cxtersive 
rowth of the Marxist movenent. This was a period of vigorous organization of Catholic 
rade unions in conpetition wit. the Marxists, the Catholics attempting to adopt for 
heir own interests quite a number of labor theories, They even advanced the view that 
heir unions could gradually become organs of labor legislation and that the State 

ould entrust then with the discharge of such functions because of their specinl quali- 
ies. They pronisod tha® all questions affecting the interests of a trade, hours of xa 


_—— 
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labor, Dunday observance, apprenticeship, sanitary conditions of the workshops, the lak 
‘abor of women and children, and the rate of wages paid, instead of being regulated as 
“hey then were by brutal inflexible laws seldom suited to neot covery individual case, 
should henceforth be settlcd by the uhion, and the rules of the union would be incun-— 
o¢nt upon all the members of the trade or profession, both uasters and nen. 


2 


In France tho Social Ontholic woverent Also developed at the sai tine. At first 
Ae question had to be setled within the Catholic Church whether it should fuvor deiios 
sracy or not, the «ffirmative boing taken by De Toqueville and Lanuennais. “ince the 
suocratic struggles in the arly dzys of the 19th ccntury were connected with acts of 
evolution, the Pope in 1832 tosk occnsicn to write ogninst this view, denying that 
“reedom of conscicnes and liborty of the press were unqualifiéd rights,° and repnoving 
-hose who incited peoples to revolt against their princes." (P.T.Moon: The Labor Problen 
cad the Social Catholic Movensnt in France.) This stand sgainst denocracy as a zolite 
iesl instrunent by the church was reinforced after the revolution cf 1848 had culuina- 
ted in the empire of Najpoleon III who strongly favored the Catholic Church. However, 
the democratic tundsncy uore or less pursisted, with the pioneers ef the socicl C:tho- 


_tlics miaintsining fivs principles, nanelys opposition to the Liberal economists, an ap- 


peal to Christi:n sorels of churity, faith in labor organizationa sdapted to the gukld 
systen, Gininun. woge for all, and social logislation. 


after the Paris Con .une, the church, go as to becone a countorwdight tc the Socicl- 
ists, was forced to change its position rogarding denccrecy and the necossity of social 
reform. In 1872, working:.cn's clubs were started by Count Albert De sun, which in 1884 
had 50,000 uenbers “nd by 1900 had risen to 6¢,000. Do Man ovenly callud hittself a 
soldier of the "counter-revolution," adopting the extronely ucnacing slogan, "Workers, 
you cust Christians be!" “hen selected Deputy in parliwisnt, De Mun took e@ position 
with the extreno Right. 


Fron the very beginning, the social Cstholic uovenent was linked up with monarchi- 
eal ideals. The Third French Republic, in order to tinintain its con:rol over educ..tion 
‘nd its politiccl integrity was forced in 1877-1878 to engage in a shorp struggle agninst 
the Catholic clergy. The efforts of tne socisl Catholic rovenent were therefore an 
attenpt on the part of the church to obtain a mass basco for a counter-attack against 
the republic. Do Mun, clsining thet it wis the Fronch Revolutionary Lew of 1791 for- 
bidding all association ond all organizetion of laber that was responsible fcr sacial 
disorder, constently tried ts uke it «p»pear cs though the bourgeois repnolicans wore 
breeders of revolution‘hila the wonarchy favored social reforri. This vicw wos cbettod 
by the legitinist pretender to the threnc, the Count de Chaibord, who was distinotly 
eWware of tne value of “ socicl progran as a political asset and tried to isake out the 
onarohy «s the historic ;rotector of the right to organize. 


De Mun wes strongly for the limitation of competition, for association cf coLition 
interests, for imposing upon the emperor the dutivs of patronage, for the uplift of 
labor und thse conditions of the laborer. Ag«inst Marxism the social Cathdlics_were ac- 
tive in promoting labor unions of a Catholic character and for favorable legislation 
tgainst child labor. (This has not been the position of the Catholic Church in the 
United States, however, where it haus been a principled opponent to legislation prohi- 
biting child labor.) For the protection of women from injurious industrial exjlcitc- 
tion, for the establishment of sscisl insurance and sinilar matters. In France the 
Social Cutholics helped to enact the Law of 1884 which has been called the Charter of 
Frenoh Trade Unionism. Just as in Germany there was organized « Catholic or "Center 
Party," so the social Catholics in France were embodied in the"Action Liberale Populaire" 


In the late 19th end sarly 20th century, the social Catholic novenent wis cble to 
claim considerable successes for its efforts, especiclly in building uf affiliated 
unions. In Germany, the Catholic unions with tne aid of the State hrd over a nillion 
members even cfter the war. In Italy, the Catholic Italian Federation of Workers also 
was of considerab le size. ; 
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Thé principles of the Catholic unton were quite different than those of the free 
trade union nove.ent. ‘The latter was Marxist and preached the need of class struggle. 
The Christian and Catholic trade unions believed thet work was a joy. Classes were to | 
be regarded gs groups to be organized according to their occupations. Each class wes 
to know its place and te have sutual responsibilities, The State oust help the poor 
with reforms and be charitable like the church. The slogan was "Live and let live." 

The Catholic and Christian unions did not believe in the strike, but were an agenoy 

for class collaboration, advocating pacifist persunsion and religious non-resistance. 

By means cf faith and prayer both employer and worker, the lion and the lamb, could lie 
down side by side witnout »one being inside the obher. Thus would the golden rule of 
"Peace on earth and goodwill to nen" be realized. 


It is in Italy especially that the Catholic unions were able to show their value 
to the employers in the struggle against revolution through the activity of the Italian | 
Confederation of workers. This organization was part of a general social Catholic nete 
work which derived its sanction fron the well known encyclical of Pope Leio XIII issued 
in 1391 ealled erun Novarun "On the Condition of Labor." This encyclical maintained 
the right of peFoperty, and consequently rejected Socialisn, but prescribed for the 
various social classes reciprocal duties with the object of effectively and pernanently 
harcomining their relations. 


The Catholic Church organized its syndicalist novenent centered in the Itclian 
Confederation of Yorkers to wuich was affiliated the National Syndicates or Federations, 
and afterwards the Local Unions of Labour. All of these organizations differed fron 
regular nnions in rejecting tne principle of uncoti, rcmising struggle and by the récog- 
nition and utilization of vuoral factors derived from Christianity. They advocated the 
effective sharing by the workers of the profits in tue management and in the property 
of the -undertaking. 


Fellowing this principle, Catholic Syndicalism tended also to promote Pariianen- 
tary Reform with the object of having in the Senate a technical organ elected by the ec 
Cupation al associatioas. Catholic Syndicalisa further aimed eat attaining internation-~ 
alism which from the field of labor should extend to the political field through dis- 
arnanent, international arbitration and sc forth, This Catholic group of unions was 
‘closely connected with the Popular Party which arose in 1919 and was an extremely re- 
actionary organization to fight the revolution, 


No sooner did the revolutionary movenent develop sharply in Italy then there was 
te be seen an enormous increase in the nunber »%f Catholic unions, as the employers 
Mobilized their ranks to struggle against the rule of the workers. The membership of 
the Italian Confederation of Yorkers jumped from 200,000 tn 1919 to 1,250,000 in 1920. 


This movement soon receded The Catholic Unions were net capable of saving the day 
although it was true that. the Catholic unions in Italy well prepared the way for the 
vascist unions which were to fellow. 


First of all, the fight was no longer on the economic front but was a natter of 
who was th rule the country. Secondly, the ideology of Christian Socialism randered 
it unfit to meet the violent problems of the hour. Once the Fascists took pewer they 
ouilt their own organizations, and the special Catholic Unicns were forced to disappear 


Shrinking to 180,000 members in 1925 and further dowward till they are practically 
non=existent today. 


Brutal Faseist unions and humanitarian guild unicns were :1utual blood brothers 
in their struggle against Marxism and the class struggle and in their support of capi- 
talist property and class collaberation., If, then, we ask why the Catholic unions had — 
to be reformed into Fascist organizations we have to see the different character of the 
spochs which nesessitated these twe groups. In the late 19th and early 20 centuries, 
Marxism was to be fogght by means of social reforms and against the theory cf revolu- 


to d pita come aie bocgetis Govt Antat = World res ‘ola wate a . dif- 
awaited the employers. Platitudinous discussion had to give way to the ne- 
castor oil, ‘bayonet, and terror. The Catholic Church gladly turned over its 
iad heii Fascists for this new DUP HORE; so that a nore appropriate progran 
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Even though the actual settlement of the strike is a victory for General Motors, 
yet the auto strike marks a new high point of struggle for the working class of this 
country. ‘Ve do not say this in the sense of the old Wobblies who looked upon any strike 
as worth while, regardless of ths out come. Rather, we see that the workers are on 
the road to developing a new technique for the mass industries which, while it may not 
be able decisively to defeat the big corporations, is deepening the class struggle and 


putting the workers' consciousness on a higher plane. 


, For the first time a strike has becomes wide-spread throughout one big section of 
the auto industry. As compared with the general textile strike of 1933, the recent 
aute strike has been of lesser proportions, but on the other hand, it has been seated 
in the heavy industries and it has tackled an enemy of much greater power, one of the 
country's foremost cppporations. 


The General Motors strike marks the culmination of several sporadic attempts to 
erganize the industry and ef several previous battles since 1933 which were frustrated 
by the intervention of the Labor Boards. The United Automobile Workers Association 
brings a greater degree of unity into the auto workers' ranks, taking in as it dees 
three former unions. Yet it must be recegnized that the auto workers are still for 
the greater part unorganized. The union is said to represent about one-quarter of the 
workers in the plants struck. The building of a powerful union is still in its begin- 
ning for the industry as a whole. The Company Union still remains a menace to be faught 


Likewise we can say that the sit-down tactic has here for the first tines been 
employed on a b read scale covering at times as many as forty plants in thirty-five 
cities and fourteen States. It has proven its worth as a majer method of strike stra- 
tegy. Side by side with the auto strike have taken place lesser sit-down strikes in 
Detroit, Flint, Chicago, Los Angeles and other places. It is very evident that the 
new period of strike struggles opening up in 1933 is continuing after only very tem 
porary lulls. That the strike wave now takes the sit-down form testifies not merely 
to the continual restiveness of the masses, but to their keener class consciousness, 


pia cannot get away $xom the fact that the sit-down strike is a direct threat to 
capitalist property. The auto strikers may never have head of the Sommunist Manifesto 
but for 40 days they held the bosses’ property. Having held it once, having kept out 
the owners and their representatives from the factory, the question of ownership ef the 
means of production is bound to suggest itself to tne workers' minds. Temperary oceu- 
pation points the way to seizure and permanent ownership. Property rights were disre- 
garded in the General Motors strike with a truly American high-handednéss. 


There was n o destruction of machinery but wiile the strikers in this respect 
were very careful, they did not hesitate to make themsalves comfortable on company pro- 
perty, adapting car cushions as beds and in one plant seéting up private sitting-rooms 
in the unfinished car bodies which were at hand. 
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The actual numbers of the sit-downers was not large (the percent of the total 
werkers ranged from 5 to 16% in the eccupied plants in Flintzbut they held on grimly 
to those factories which in a sense had become inanimate hostages in the class battle, 

‘Win or bust" was thé werkers slogan and against the workers.’ occupation ef the fac- 
tories the wwner's. injunction odering them to get out fell flat. The sheriff who 
served thé injunctien had to sneak up like a fool before a barred gate and hand it in 
to the workers in passession. The order to get out never bothered those werkers nor 
budged them an inch. Tear-gas bombs and clubs failed to rout them. ne can imagine 
with what frothing at the mouth employers throughout the country must have watched this 
incursion against their sacred class rights. Never again can factories be regarded 
es the inalienable eternal property of capitalists. -The sit-down strikers have taken 
a huge step forward towards the social revolution. 


Violence is nothing new in strikes in this country, but the General Motor strike 
Showed an innovation here too. This time it was not the unien hall that was turned 
into a belegguered fortress as in Centrglia, Washington or in Gastonia, North Carolina, 
It was the besses' factory that was barricaded with bars at the doors. Not merely that 
but the workers used the raw materials and machinery cof Generai Motors to manufacture 
weapons such as crow bars and black jacks. The settlement of the strike prevented a 
decisive test as to the ability of the sit-down strikers to withstand a determined at- 
tempt of the corporation to rout them by means of troops from their stronghold. 


We have pointed out in g previous article on the sit-down strike (February Class 
Struggle) that this method of struggle clesely links up the home and the striking fac- 
tory throlgh the medium of the women and children who cannot abandon the striking hus- 
band and father, but come to the factory to bring him fond and cheer. In this respegt 
the sit-down strike has a great advantage over the ordinary strike where often it is 
possible for a backward wife to break down a striker's spirit. Inthe General Motors 
strike the participation of the wemen assumed a highly dramatic form in the organization 
of the Women's Emergency Brigades. In these militant groups the womén, araed with 
great gticks and clubs, patrolléd the streets and wnen «& fight was at hand were to be 
found in the thick of it. Militant particpation in strikes is far from being a novelty 
but thexx organization of woimen in armed bands, with avowed intention of basing on hand 
when there was "trouble" markes a higher stage than has been seen befere. This mekes 
us realize the importance of the women even in the heavy industries. 


Actually there are censiderable numbers of women‘in the auto and even in the steel 
industry The plants involved in this strike, however, were body and motor manufactur- 
ing plants, the heaviest part of the industry, in which the numbers of women and youth 
ure much less than in those plants making the lighter parts, such ag the Ternstedt 
plant in Detroit for example. Apparently, there were no women among the strikers oc- 
cupying the auto plants, but their work on the outside was essential in carrying on the 
strike 


This question is part of a bigger one, namely, that in a strike ef tne extent of 
this one, the sit-dewn tactic is not sufficient in itself; it must be supptemented by 
the action of the workers eutside, who are in this case the majority. Picket lines 
are conducted, mass meetings are held, food cclleéctions are organized. These activiti- 
es now subordinated to the needs of the sit-downers in the factory, take on a different 
farm from in the ordinary strike, but they are just as necessary. The sit-down strike 
is no exception to the rule of any strike that the surrcunding working class ust be 
stirred up and all possible elements including the lower middle class, such as-shop- 
keepers, artisans and professional people, must be drawn in, fot merely to win the 
support of "public opinion," for the strike’ but for the actual help which such people 
can give. Storekeepers can extend credit; lawyers and docters can give their sergices 
free, etc. This is all part of the necessary strike strategy. 


The solidarity of the workers raachea an amazing height in the General Motors 
itrike. When the situation in Flint became critical and that town appeared as the hub 
of the struggle, workers totalling thousands in all marched in to Flint from cities as 
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far as one hundred miles awy, not only from Detroit,and Pontiac but from as far away as 
Toledo and Cleveland,OHio. Workers in these cities actuully left their jobs to join 
the marching columns coming to the help of Flint. Actions of somewhat similar nature 
lave been seen befere. In coal mine strikes, it has long been customary for the miners 
f oné camp to march many miles accompanied by their wives and daughters, to pull out 
another mine. This is a tactic conditioned by the isolated situation sf the coal miners 
In the general textile strike of 1934, there were "flying squadrons" which went rapidly 
from mili-town to mill-town to extend the strike. These bands however were under the 
direction of the professienal organizers of the strike. In the auto strike there was 
something quite different ~ a spontaneous solidarity in which the workers on their own 
initiative underteok these leng marches in order to pool their forces in struggle. In 
fact, we can say that from beginning to end the aute strike was characterized by a high 
degree of initiative and militant solidarity springing flrom the rank and file. The 
auto workers have well learned the lesson that a national trust of the size of General 
dotors cannot be combatted without eh breadest solidarity in labor's ranks. 


2 


We have so far emphasized the progressive features of the General Motors strike. 
However, notwithstanding the excellent fight which the workers put up, the "settlement" 
obtained was a miserable failure. We cannot point to any real gain in a single one of 
the terms which the union leaders accepted for sending the men back to work. The demands 
of the strikers had shwitn a high degree of social consciousness. The demand for the 
thirty hour weck was no petty bread and butter demand aiming to satisfy sinply the im- 
mediate needs of those on strike. It was a demand which attempted to Solve unemploy- 
ment and thus was based upon class needs rather than solely upon individual group needs, 
Similarly with the demand for 4 minimum wage. As for the other demands of the General 
Motor workers, nawely, for abolition of piece-work and of speed-up, these demands ac-~ 
tually represent an atteiaspt in the direction of contrel of production. The speed ef the 
belt has been depriving the workers of their life force to such an extent that they 
want to have something to say about regulating that spsced which makes then old men be- 
fore their time. 


Such demands as these seem to indicate that the workers expect some realization 
of the many promises made by Roosevelt for whom many of the workers had voted. The 
workers struck probably expecting Roosevelt te tack up their demands, which were in 
line with the pregram he had given out of protecting the interests of labor. In fact 
@ sign was carried in one of the strikes proclaining"Roosevelt is with us." The pre- 
valence of the Anerican flag everywhere in the demonstrations likewise may have indioca- 
ted that the workers felt sure they were within the protection of the administration. 
The General Motor strikers seem to have followed a similar impulse to that whieh caused 
the wave of sit-down strikes in France last sumer following the election of the Blum 
government. Ths politicians had made their promises; now the workers were testing them 
out: Let the politicians come across !} 


Not one of these demands of the workers is even mentioned in the final agreement. 
Everything is left to be "settled" by arbitration after the men have returned to work. 
What this means, the experience of countless strikes proves. Not a thing will be grant- 
ed that the men have fought for, at most a little wage increase will be handed out which 
can be taken back whenever convenient. Incidentally these wage increases have been 
handed out generally in many industries, owing to the fact that the country is entering 
into the profitable armament race with huge dividends esepeially for the metal and war 
armament firms. 


The only one of the union's demands taken up is thet of recognition of the union, 
But the way in which this is granted is far from being « victory for the union. The 
corporation recognizes the United Auto Workers Association as the union of its members. 
But there are other "unions" in the industry, including the "company unions@ and the 
Flint Alliance. As for these, Ganeral Moters promises for six months, to allow the 
question of whether it will deal with them or not xm to rest on the decision of Governor 
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furphy. Ta believe this clause represents victory must be to have a touching faith in- 
jeed in the working class sympathies of capitalist po.iiticians. In the meantime the 
inion promises not to de any recruiting on company property, which means that as far : 
-s the renaining three-quarters of the workers are concerned who are not yet in the ' 
union, presumptively, the unisn members are to keep mum on the job regarding Joining 
the organization 


The real intentions of the corporation towards the future of the unien have alreagy 

been shown in the events of Anderson, Indiana. General Motors will continue to rely 

n its old methods or gangsterism and terror to break up the union. It will continue 
to rely on heavy amploynent ef spies and stool pidgeons to prevent crganization. The 
testimony before the La Follétts Senate Sommittee recently has shown that the majority 
of the officials of the Lansing Local of the United Auto Workers were Pinkerton employ- 
3ésa The Black Legion has not figured openly in the recent strike, but some things, 
such as the events in Anderson, Indiana, the smashing of the union orgeanizers' o@r.in 
Flint. and the whole set-up of the Flint Alliance, savor strongly of the Black Legion, 
The auto workers will have to fight tooth and nail to keep the organization they have 
built up so far. 


There is no doubt but that the aute magnates will new serioysly get to work to 
buiid up more powerful Black Legions than ever before. This first wave of sit-down 
strikes caught the employers by surprise, as it caught the union officials, the Lewises 
the Homer Martins and the others who rushed in to capitalize on the situation. These 
nfficials openly admitted in the beginning of the strike that they could not catch up 
with the workers who were moving so fast with se many new surprises that the officials 
looked ridiculously behimd the times. The events in Chicago where the strikers were 
bombed eut of the plant and the events in Ies Angeles where all the strikers are faced 
with criminal indictments and where thoy were forced to flee the Douglas plant in fear 
of mass terror against them, all show that the employers are recovering from their sur- 
rpise. and mean to take adequate measures for théir protection. . 


Qne of the measures of the employers will have to be the mobilization of their 
private armies of gunmen and the formation of their Black legions, ostensibly to fight 
the reds put ih reality to-smash all strikes and militant demonstrations of whatever 
character In the face of this terror the unions will have to learn how to work 
illegally as well as legally arid above all, they will have to learn how te form their 
labor defence bodies, composed not of wonen armed with sticks but of all the most stal- 
wart men, particuxlarly veterans who will defend their rights to the utmost. Qne can- 
xnot dream of engaging in such a form of struggle as a sit-down strike without being 
prepared for the most bloody reprisals on the part of the infuriated amployers. 


But such actions of defence on the part of the workers is precisély what the 
John Lewiscs and Homer Martins will not be able to tolerate sincé the struggle then 
takes on a4 sanguinery character looking to revolution, Only a real revelutionary par- 
ty can lead the men under such circumstances Such a real revolutionary party does not 
exist at the present moment All the so-called workers parties, the Socialist Party 
and the Co:munist Party have united to hail the strike settlement as a great victory 
and to unqualifiedly endorse the rotten bureaucracy at the head of the union and the 
C. I. 0. Nothing can be expected either from the Sosialists or from the Stalinists 
except betrpgyal of the workers. The new party will have to be formed eventually, how- 
ever, and the more the bosses take to Black Legions and Fascist formations, the sooner 
will the workers react in the proper manner 


Incidentally, it is most interesting to note that the Flint Alliance, those scabs 
of General Motors, reised the slogan "We Want Work." How foolish the Socialists and 
Communist Stalijinists must have looked then they saw the slogan which they had raised 
fer years, again st the protests of the Comtiunist League of Struggle, now being used 
+o justify soabbery and strike-breaking. Now that the workers had moved to physical 
jorkers' control over production, the slogan "We Want Werk" under capitalist control 
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- showed itself for what it really was, tho slogan ef counter-revolutinnists, of Fascists, 
ef scabs and strike-breakers and Pinkerton thugs. 


The settlanont cngineered by John L. Lewis as the chief labor representative 
Shows what labor can expect from the Committee on Industrial Organization (G1 029 
Lewis and the C.I.9. ars now riding on the crest of a wave of popularity as the result 
of this strike, but all that is really due to them is the seli-out settlement. Fron 
first to last, the initiative and conduct cf the strike are due to the workers themsel- 
ves. This strike testifies to the wonderful resourcefulness and one nay alnost say 
revolutionary spirit of the Anerican workers. The settlement warns the workers that 
part of their struggle must be the struggle against their misleaders of the C.I.0 and 
U.A.W.A., just as in the A. F. of L. While the industrial form of organization is in 
itself an immense advantage over the craft form, outside ef this there is nothing 
"progressive" in the trade union split. A Left Wing uust be formed that will take a 
definite stand exposing the Lewis leadership with its class-collaboration policies 
hiding behind and betrgying the militancy of the workers. 


A few remarks are in order regarding the role of Roosevelt and Murphy in this 
strike. ne of the great aims of the Roosevelt regine is to make the employers of 
this country see that they cannot operate through direct action and run the country 
anyway they please informally, but they wust work through the State apparatus which 
is their en ly safe medium of social contrel. Those who voted for Landon, and they 
are the employers who wore affected by the auto strike, have not yet realized that 
a minimum State and individualism ase no lenger on the erder of the day. They must 
be taught a lesson to respect the State and the Administration thatk runs the State. 
Just as Roosevelt was not averse to huge N.R.A. parades to bring the employers into 
line in 1933, so he was not averse to huge strikes affdcting his individualist prdivate 
property opponents so as to make them couc to him and his State apparatus for protect- 
Ot. 


This effect the strike brought about nicely. The employers were forced to run 
to Roosevelt,who turned them over te Murphy, for protection. When they shouted for 
Soliliers none were brought in. hen they denianded National Guardsmen, Murphy sent 
them in but in return took thé leadership in the negotiations and took all the fredit 
for them. The bosses of Michigan had to realize bitterly that they could not do with- 
out the State controlled by the Demecratic Party. They understood very wel that the 
strikers would have annihilated any of their private thugs and sheriff deputies that 
would have opened fire against them. In no country has the Fascist scum been suocess~ 
ful against the workers without the State aid. Here is one great reason why there 
was no terrible bloodshed in the auto strike. The real gainers in the strike settle- 
ment were the State bureaucrats, the Murphys, the Perkinses and the Roosevelts. Both 
the labor officials and the owners owe the State officials a huge debt of thanks. 


We have already remarked in previous articles why the State is now interested in 
unionism. In Italy, in Germany and elsewhere the rulers have built their own unions 
under the control of the State. This is now being accomplished in England quietly 
and gradually. Roosevelt is attempting it in this country. The basic reason for this 
is that today the mass of unskilled workers are capable of organizing theuselves and 
articulating their needs. Such workers can only take the path of violent revolution- 
ary struggle. They must be controlled at all costs; by bringing them closer to the 
State; byk mixing them with hégher paid workers and diluting their arder, by placing 
the blood hounds of the labor fakers on their trail, The very strike under discussien, 
the Geral Motors strike shows how necessary the Lewises and Martins were. The workers 
went on strike without these gentlemenk; without their advice they toek control of 
the factories. Suppose there had been no Lewises, would it not have led to pitched 
bloody battles? Suppose the troops and thugs of General Motors would have won in the 
first struggle, would this not have led only to more revolutionary struggles? ‘ould 
not the hundreds of dead workers been gigantic beacons calling on the workers to carry 
en the fight to the end? Thus we see the old slug pelicy of General Motors must be 
considered as out of date and dangerous in the present era. John L. Lewises are neede 


yeOn 


But since the industtislists of. the middle West are fot AB a cbew Met ane 
of the East who have learned these lessons frou Europe long agc, they must be Llied 
into line for their own good. And for the sanc reason, the Willian Greens “who cies 
loyal service in the auto strike for the employers, doingthaxxutnost to break t ‘ta. 


strike and the solidarity of the workers, must be given a good whi py ine” and taught * 
a lesson they will never forget. “ey 
fi ae 


In spite of. the settleuent, we cannot call a total defeat an action which had 
raised the workers' consciousness to such a high planc. “ut above all it becomes — 
clear that there is no solution to tho fight against the big corporations whthin the 1 
framework of capitalism. avon where they are forced to make censidorable conacssions . 
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to the workers as in France last June, they are able to take away what the workers 

have gained. The correct tactic now is to raise such slogans as will push still fur-— 
ther the workers' instinctive movements in the direction of exprppriation of the capi~ — 
talists., "Yorkers Centrol over Production" is such a slogan. The alternative is te 
accept the sell-cut But the workers must continue gnd extend the cccupation of the 
factories, raising this slogan.£x The auto strike has moved tne working class a long 
way on the roqd to challenging capitalism and toking over the means of production for 
tuensslves, : 
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SPANISH YOUTH ORGANIZE REVOLUTIONARY FRONT 


We have received a letter froma the Iberian Co:niunist Youth, Youth section of the 
Workers Party of Marxist Unification (P.0.U.M.) which asks us to give publicity to 
their statewent on the iuportant problem of unity in action of all the = paris working 
youth. The stateuent declares the following objectives must be »sbtained: 1. *he li- 
quidation of the bourgeois past; 2. The winning of the war against Fescism; 3. The 
rehlization of the Socialist Revolutien. We give the steteaent in full: 


For the Front of tne Revolutionary Working Youth 


The Spanish Revolution, provoked by the exploiting classes and carried out by the 
revolutionary proletariat and principally by the working youth, is one of the most. 
important achieverents that the history of hunanity recerds, 


It is preciscly when Fascism, the last recourse of the bankrupt system of capital 
ist slavery, is entrenching itsclf in Italy, in Germany and in Austria, when it threat 
ens to enslave the working youth of Belgium, of France, of Cuba and of many other 
countries, when it feels itself strong and launches the attack, when an atmosphere of 
pessimism extends itscif throughout the entire proletarian world, it is then that the 
working youth tckes up arms, destroys the Fascist militarism, supperts the ruined adi- 
fice of the bourgeois republic, beats down tho regime of capitalist exploitatian and 
prepares itself for the construction of a new order of things, . 


The Spanish Revolution will inaugurate probably a cycle of wars and revolutions 
which will draw in definitely the power of great capital and of all the oppressive 
forces of, the world. ; 


In Spain, as in ali, the world, there must be faced in all squareness the follow- 
ing alternatives: Froletarian Revolution or Fascism: the triumph of the workding clas: 
or the victory of the bourgeois exploiters. 


. 
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There is not, there can not be eny other way out. . 4 


At the present time we are obliged to wage w war to the death cgeinst Spanish 
_ a - 
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order to bring to a head this gigantic task, the revolutionary working youth 

uarch, work and’ fight unitedly. The unity of action gave us victory on the 
of July and’tuis same unity will give us complete victory. The nub of the ques- 
now is? How to obtain, how tn establish this unity of action? 


front, Since this is a reactionary formula. The youth front realized in various coun- 
tries and also in Madrid and Valencia, does not satisfy us in the least because it 
dees not group together all the working youth organizations, because it does not have 
a revolutionary program and because it proposes an alliance of all the Spanish Youth 
indiscrininately. | 


j ‘At this point it is necessary to speak against the formula of an abstract youth 
E 
. 
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What we desire is the front of the revolutionary working youth; that is to say, 
a front which groups together all the organizations of the working youth, kkxk: which 
has a revolutionary program and class objectives, which strug.,les without equivecation 
to put an end to the bour,ecis regine. 


We do not wish away the petty bourgeois youth; but we cannot concede to them a 
militancy similar to that which we give to the organizations of the workkng youth. 
The republican youth is condemned to disappecr. We who desire ta unite the forces af 
all the anti-fascist youth, we offcr them a place .in our ranks en condition that they 
accept our class and revoiutionary progran. 


Objectives of tne Front of the Revolutionary Yorking Youth 
A. To liquidate the traces of the bourgeois past, 


1. The abolition of the bourgeois consititution of the 14th of April 

2. The dissolution of the psrlianents 

5. Dissolution of the armed bourgeois bodies. 

4. Dissolution of the organs af bourgeois justice 

5. Energetic purging of the bureaucracy. 

6. Suppression of big salaries 

7. “reak with the League of Nations and abolition of the uethods of bourgeois diplomacy 
8. Assembly cf delegates from factory cownittees and of representatives from the peas- 
antry and from the woldiers at the front. 

Be Political:and social rights for all-youth over 18 years of age without distinction 
of sox. 

10, A revolutionary workers governuent elected by this Assembly 

ll. Creation of a Revolutionary Workers Arny, 

12. Organization of a workers police 

13. Creation of popular tribunals in all parts of the country and the organization of 
a workers Justice. 

14. To open the educational centers and to organize the:a on the basis of socialist 
principles controlled by the working youth, 


ae To win the war, 


1. To mobilize the amt be yourh, whether bourgeois or proletarian, to win the war 
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7. To ae Or SF Kcie Boras £38 Ay ven 
To help in the organization of a powerful war Phaasteye? . ~ 
8. The organization of voluntary and obligatory work in order tol Bi the! ae 
- hioteveart 
C. Proletarian Raveldtion® , ; Py 
: ic. Ea Se 
1. Te intensify the socialist character of the revolution in all phere eke, <2. ie 
2. Creation of a new proletarian cconony ? wane 
3. Socialization of big industry, of transport and of hanks P Ar 
4. Monopoly of foreign cormerce. “ee 3 
5. Abolition of ali debts. MPL), 
6. Municipa&lization of dwelling houses, transportation and other public services, 
7. Socializ:tion of the land. § DG4ts 
* : ref 
D. General Objectives, ye 


1. Active participation of the working youth in all the or,ans of the revolution. 

2. Freedom of action for the froht of the revolutionary working youth, 

3. Creation of the frontk throughout Spain 

4,-To establish the intern: tional solidarity with all the revolutionary youth mrt | 

throughout the world. . 

5. Freedem of criticisn. 

6. Condeunation of the campaigns of slander and calumny among the workers' youth | 

organizations. ; : 
Ehe Executive Committee of the Iberian — | 

Communist Youth ! 


We add to this staté.ient the following: 
Political Resolution of the Central Comuittes of the P.0,U.M. 


We have in Spain a new situation which demands new organs of power. 

This document clearly and concretely paints the way to the new organ of power mkk 
which nust be created by the revolution and which will be its solid guarantee. This 
is what distinguishes us fron the republicans, the official co:munists and the reformis 
socialists who are fighting for the democratic republic which existed before July. It 
ig not just a question of form or party rivalry, but it is a fundamental question. 
The future of the revolutiion and the working masses depends upon their understanding 
of this. 


The revolution,started on the 19th of July as a direct consequence ef the uili- 
tary fascist uprising, is passing through serious ronments. The capitalist class, ter= 
rorized during the first phase of the movement, is now trying to raise its head, work+ 
ing its way back into the new institutions created by the reVolution and reoceupying . 
the strategic position it had lost. Of course, it does not reveal its intentions 
openly, but rather as is customary in all popular revolutions, it uses middle class 
and even working class purties and groups to carry gut this hidden work the more ho ey 
fectively and unhaxmpered. | ae . 
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Their design is especially favored by the unusual situation created by tho war, 
The absolute necessity of winning it as well as the special requirements and complica- be 
ted problems which it raises, lead to a situation which, if skillfully handled, may t 
find the masses easily swayed and may favor the plans of those whe are trying tom 
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id ‘in these historical moments the working class cane tc control the absolute hege-~ 
mony of the reveluticnary movement, and the middle class parties, which the working 
class had followed for years, disappeared alnost completely from the political scene. 


They are now trying te undermine the positions ceptured by the workers and in 
part they have succeeded. The Central government at Valencia, in spite of its compo- 
Rokguxxikkkixxckicomxxtxxaxkypimazk sition is a typical "national union" gcvernnent, 
Jjealeusly preserving the capitalist democratic constitution, which is completely be- 
hind the times; this government differs in no fundanental way from the forner pesple's 


front governnent.. The governnent of Catalonia, although of analogous composition, has 


been infinitely more progressive than the Central Government, since’ it here has opera- 
ted in a different political climate, one determined by the ©.N,T. and the P,O.U.M. 
which have neld revolutionary positions and have prevented the middle class ideology 
of the people's front from infecting the workers!’ tovenent er placing it at the service 
of the ccpitalist democratic interests. 


The slinination of the P.O.U.M. from the Council of the Generality is the first 
step in an extensive iaaneuver which would lead alss to the elimination of the C.N.T.; 
this move is deSigned to change the situation in Catalonia te one more favorable to 
halting the revolution, 


Under this circumstances the Central Committee of the P.9.U.M. believe that the 
most effective means of combatting this extensive maneuver and at the same time of 
consolidating the aims of the working class and giving impetus to the revolutionary 
process, is to provide adequate organs wf expression for the revolutionary aspirations 
of the working class, which constitute the basis of the future regime Tp maintain the 
bourgeois parliament at this tine is an inconsistency which may prove fatal. The 
democratic parliament is an institution which belongs to the epoch prior to July 19th 


Neither by its cemposition nor its mwkk spirit can it meet the revelutionary needs rf 


the present moment. The new society will not be forged in a parliament but rather in 
a constituent assembly which will lay the basis of a Spain freed from landlords and 
capitalists, a Union of Socialist Re,ublics. 


The representatives to this assembly cannot be elected under a system of univer- 
sal suffrage, a survival of the capitalist democratic regime, but should be chosen by 
the workers, peasants and soldiers, represented by shop and factory councils, peasant 
assembiies and delegates from the front. It is frou this assembly that the new sociale 
ist structure of the country, the workers!’ and peasants! government sheuld spring. 

Such a government would represent the will of the masses who are fighting against fas- 
cism and offering their biood, not for the democratic republic but for a society free 
of capitalist exploitation, 


The Central Committee of the P.O.U.M. believes, finally, that a génuine workers' 
democracy is an indispensable condition for the decisive victory of tne working class 
and to guarantee the triumph cf the revolution. It would guarantee tne revolution 
against all attempts at dictatorial control by certain parties and organizations, To 
this end, it is absolutely necessary to set up factory and shop councils, elected di- 
reotly by the workers themselves in general assemblies called by the trade unions - 


eevee aims of hom uonent are then: re 1 ’ 
1. Dissolution of the bourgeois ‘perliahent °"  - =). ©). es eee seni as 
2. A constituent asserbly of delegates of shop collnelis, peasant | r6 epresentat 
of delegates from the front. 

3. A workers' and peasants’ governiuent - a iP ice ha did Coy 
Deceiber 1936 .° Central Committees. ~ 


5 ‘, io 

In our opinion, the youth statenent of the P.0.U.M. is defective not se uuch in| 
whet it says, although sone of the formulations are arbiguously phrased, but rather 
in what is left unsaid. The Youth state.ient, for example, Still says net onc word 
“bout the indcpendence of Morocco and the unity of the Spanish toilers with the wb 
ial peoples. As for the statement of the Central Comiittes, it cones quite late in- 
the history of the podiggrisily but better late tuan never, The statement teo is too — 
uncritical of the C.N.T. and in tsnding to put the questien as For a Workers Denocra- 
cy against a Perty abla He falls into Meneshevik errers. Fer a criticism of 
the P.).U.M. see our article in the last issue of the Class Struggle (Feb, 1937). . 


OW sect eo. OK 


FLOODS AND THE “;ORK2RS 


| 

Between the dust-storms and the floods, it appsars that vast sections of this 
coun try are becoming uninhabitable. The afflicted areas, the grain belt and the 
Ohio and Mississippi Valleys, are among the most productive in the whole ‘United 
States. In an earlier period, the floods occurred at rarer*intervals, the dust 
storms not at all, out now it. has reached tiie point where every year hundreds of 
thousands if not millions of people are driven from their homes and plunged into 
dire suffering before the eonslaughts of nature. 


While we call it "nature" it is wcll kgcwn that behind the presen* isstructive 
developments of natural forces lies the responsibility of the capitalist class. This 
country has been a great treasure house of nature which the capitalists the owners - 
of the natural.resources, have despoiled. The natural wealth at hand seemed unlimited 
and terrible waste therefore accompanied every progressive Step whether in industry or 
agriculture. The great magnates who built up their fortunss during the last century 
at the expense of tho natural resources as wel] as of manpower, might very literally 
have said "After us the delugs." The floods and dust- storms of today are directly 
traceable to their activities. 


They cut down the original forests and made great profits in eelling timber as. 
material for building ships, houses and interior furnishings. The original forests 
of great trees are now nearly all gone, and in most cases no systematic replanting 
was done to replace then ‘Yith the forests has gone the underbrush and roots and thus” 
the soil has been deprived of the natural spongy character it originally possessed 
which absorbed the excess water of melting | snows and spring rains. Hence the terrific © 
floods which now afflict thse river valleys? The prairie lands at the same time have 
been stripped of their natural protective covering of grasses in order to plant great 
ficlds of grain. Thus everywhere the top soil which is necessary for growing crops 
was exposed to the elements In the dry areas the top soil is now blewn away by t 


winds, The fermer must see his farm literally blown away before his eyes his ‘crops 
either drifted under or uprooted and carried far and wide, while at the same time the a 
prevailing dust makes life a burden for people in large areas, exposing them to dis- 
comfort and even illness. In the valleys, on the other hand, the floods carry off he 
top soil by the millions of tens to the mouth of the Mississippi. ; 


ao) iokes, nas 6 
5 and so forth. 


weed oie yt sec what Ay og nae -face enna tvleey ee done 
natural inheritance which they bequeathed to the Whites. 
The direc results of the capitalists! wastefulness and destruction have now mature 
spin ~ away capitalist property as well as working ¢lass lives. Now the govern- 
lust hires its expert engineers to try to cops with the menace of flooding waters. 
rty damage is high and property must be protected, Tho elaborate improved system 
of levees dcvised since the 1927 disaster are a mere stop-gap. Really to eliminate the 
danger of floods and dust-storns means long-term planning to remove the cause. It 
 méens reforestxtion aid anchoring of the top soil by-terracing and xxkaexinyxiha 
: with irrigating systems to combat drought. Roosevelt's reforestation by sieens of the 
Meese eo. caups 15 a tiserable .substituts for real. action. 


| ; Any plan undertaken today to cope with the flood problem can be based only on the 
protection 2f capitalist property and profits not dn the benefit of hui:ianity as a whole 
Such capitalist planning can be carricd out only at the expense of the warking cliss 
and by means of the exploitation of the working cinss. It is not for us to propose 
plans for the capitalists to soivs thsir problciis nor to support any of their plans. 
Ye know that when the workers of this country takes ever the weans of production they 
will inherit the afterimth of capitalist nisiamegemont. But they will be cble then 
to tackle these problénus in tie interests of hunenity as a whele, not of «. tiny mi- 
nority. Science will then be freed from the two a:in functions which are shackling 
it today, namely profit-meking and warfare und full face can be turned to solving the 
dlls that beset mankind. It will be undorstood then thet neture is the one great 
SOUmCCMOLeNbHG Ble riols of nen's lib. or, cnd, tne. naturel. resources will. be. treasured 
and used carsfully and planfully. The great citics,xmmk those pest-~centers of beast 
will disappear and with then the barren, unproductive waste lands. The ancient ha 
mony between min and nature will be res Haran: but on a much higher plane in, which man 
will not be the victim of nature as its master. 


All. this, however, is swsic of the future. Whit is pressing now is te protect 
tne interests of the working cliss victins of ths floods. It is superfluous to say 
that it is the workers, poor farmers and unemploysod who suffer most under these cir- 
cunstances. The woll-to-do live in houses witich .re located on the higher ground; 
they ere forewarnsd of tne rising waters and can fé&e in their automobiles and their 
furcoats; they have mecns to trivel and find theuseivss another shelter. it isthe 
poor who ka live on the lewlinds, who have no meuns to get away, who are trapped like 
rats in their holes and must suffer the full horrers of flood, fire und dnk&kness, 
ef hunger, thirst and horielessness.It specks volumés for the peverty prevailing in 
this part of the country to find how many of the flood victims are penniless, and 
have left "homes" so wretched that they are not worth returning to. 


New that the floods have subsided, the refugees are living under conditions of 
unspeakable misery, herded in armoriés, in unhe«ted barracks hastily thrown together, 
6ven in tents. Sickness is rife. Race discriiiination as usual means that the Negro 
victims are getting the poorest hand-outs, Rehabilitation work, instead ef becoming 
a means for providing jobs for some of the unemployed, has been turned over to chain 
gang labor, under sheriff's orders. The federal governient, which is so lavish in 
handing out “10,000 a year jobs to its friends, could find no other way to ncet the 
financial emergency than to take over funds earmarked for unemployment and work relief 
Apyarently it is the unemployed who are supposed to take care of the flceod victins. 


woe; +e 
Woo Pr _- . 


Fido Soe rae “ com. a ueat to ee Mitort Sony at 


putting forward demands for their protection. We propose the foliewing i? 
rehabilitation of the workers and poor toilers wio are victins of ‘the floods: ee ae. 
Be 

I, Those on relief to be placed back on their provious status quo, that is, to be 

given furniture, household and other equipnent. a 

2. No discrinination against Neroes. ich hh te, 
- Abolition of compulsory labor service (chain ganj labor) - hers! 
. Full nospitalization and isaedical care. 


- No Red Cross discrinination. 
- Cancellation of debts fer poor toilers, 
Poor home owners to be recompemsed for danages. Loand to be made them by the 

federal governnernt without interest. Old debts to H.0.L.C. to be cancelled. 
9, A flood insurances fund to be provided from taxation of the wealthy, to be adnin- 
istered for the workers and poor toilers, the adiinistrstion to be checked by the 
workers! organizations. | 
10. Special cuergency relief tc be given at a higher rete thai elsewhere because of 1 
the sore difficult circuristances. . 
11. No reduction of relief funds elsewhere for flood purposes, a 
12. No discrinination of flosd rehabilitation in favor of wealthy. 


S, 

4 . 
5, Adequate transportation facilities. 2 
. j 

7 

8 
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FRIENDS OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE FIGHT STALI-JIST MURDER-TERROR 
RES CRTC RS etn SE, G 
Recently in Rutgers Square,New York City, « mecting wis neld protesting the 2 
frane-up and executions of the 91d Bolsheviks in Russia. The uéeting was conducted 
jointly by the Revolutionary ‘Workers League and the New York Branch of the Friends 
cf the Class Struggle. 


The Stalinists who are generally weak and tiuid against the Fascists but are so 
ready to use an iron fist against any working class opposition grous were mohilized 
to break up the demonstration. Continual heckling of the speakers, shouting, booing 
and snake dancing around the assembly were the tactics used here by the Russian 
nationalists, 


The speakers. appealed to the Stalinist hooligans to stop their anti-working 
calss actions, These appeals were wet with several attempts to rush the plé.tforn 
and to start a generel free-for-all at which the Stalinists ar@ sovadept. One brave 
Stalinist punched a girl comrade in the face in an attempt to seize the leaflets 
which she was distributing. He was well tzken care of and will think twice the next 
time he contemplates hitting a worker. 


Several other Stalinists were shouting "Free copies of ths Soviet Constitution” 
at the tcp of their lungs. his sane Constitution which the Stalinists would have 


us believe guarantees free speech in Russa evidently was not meant for New York fers 
workers, ; «3 


These reactionary tactics of the Stalinists acted as a boomerang by drawing nore 
workers to the weeting and exposed these C.P. members as an anti-working class hs 
tendency. After the meeting had been in progress for over an hour and there were ~~ 
several hundred workers assenbled by this time, the police cane down and asked the 


a At es ras Re teat? Monae eked, ~The ciarman pointea out to 
8. nists that a they persisted in their actions the cops clubs would go into 
ac ion and would make no distinction anong the workers according to their political 
He also stated that the police wore not here to protect the meeting but 


— would break AG Up if Given the slishtest excuse. 


aUset 


Many workers openly expressed their disgust with the Stalinists and demanded that 
they sto.; their interfsrence. The speckers wno then followed were heard and the 
workers werc able to learn what is taking place in Russia. At the close of the meeting 
the International was sung by the audience. 


in future will actively support more actions of this nature. We sre opposed to the 
nethod of "struggle" conducted by Trotsky of leaning only on liberals and well-wishers 
who have no roots in the working class. Rether we would like to see a conference 
called of workers' organizations, trade uhions and such to base itself upon workers 
comiittess culminating in a united front of ction for a relentless struggle Against 
Stalin's vicious attacks against all who he believes might still represent the Yetober 
Revolution. We earnestly hope such a conference for the defence of the October Revolu- 
tion and the dictatorship of tns proletariat waxkxxya will be called soon, 

Herry Mahl. 


: The Friends of the Class Struggle were glad to participate in such an action and 


CORRESPONDENCE ON TEE VAR GUECTION. 
Dear Editor 


On the question of the historically progressive aspect of a wer of tie U.S. against 
Japan who is at war with Russia: 

What is the basis for an assumption that the U.S. will attack or may attack Japan 
while it is at war with Russie? 

Would it be correct for a C.P. in the U.S. to agitete for such a war against 
Japan wk or Germany or Italy or any or all of Russia's attackers? What would be the 
tactics pursued? 

If it is historically progressive for the U.S, to attack Japan and Germany decla- 
res war against the U.S. what .is your position for thé Geruan working class? 

In demanding all materinl «id to Russia from the U.S. government what tactics do 
we pursue How can we separate the independent action of the working class from the 
government in a clear way ao as not to confuse the proletariat? 

If séveral capitalist countries wore to war against each other and leave Russia 
alone (which is contrary to your analysis) and it became necessary for ussia at a 
given monent to throw its weight in with one sct of capitalists against the other how 
could Russia do this without confusing the working classes of the countries which sne 
was fighting against fron believing that she was also an imperialist nation? 

If the pressure of the U.S. working class were strong enough to foree the govern- 
ment to give material aid to Russia who 4s engaged in e war with Japan, Germany, Italy 
Poland, 6tc., and the ships carrying theso supplies were sunk by any of the attackers 
of Russia, would wo in the U.S. agitate for.a war against Russia's attackers? Now 
would we de that in a clear way so as not tc confuse the working class that we were 
supporting the U.S. government? Suppose we were strong enough to force the U.S. to 
go to war how could we expose the imperialist aims and reasons for the U.S. government’ 
entering into such 4 war? What would be our position on the wer budget? If we did 
not support it which I believe we don't how could we support the war and not the budge 
and at ‘the same time following the cheba of wresting the capitalist control of this 
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war, make it clear to the proletariat? 


, If a set of impsriclist countries such as Frince and England were to ally itself 
with Russia against Germany, Japan, é6tc., wxkkxwkth at a given monent fearing that 
Gernany would not stop with the dismemberient of Russia, but would march on to a 
Gernanificd Europe, is it your position thet at such a noment it would be historically 
progressive for France and England to fight against this Fascist conbination and fof 
us to pursue the sare tactic of supporting the war but not the capitalist control of © 
it? And if it is historicaily progressive at a given moment when we know that the 
English and French imperialists are not conecrned with the welfare of Russia but of 
their own skins would it not follow that aC.P. in France and Great Britain should 
agitate for a war against the attackers of Ruasia without waiting for Russia to be 
defeated? I know that France and Great Britain would like to see a mutually exhaus- 
tive war between Germany and Russia and then step in to restore capitalism in Russia 
and to put germany again in chains, but yét there is always the danger of Gertiany 
not stopping with a victory over RUSSiIN.rccccvrccovvcccceeesacsece 

‘Me 


Dear Comrade; 


We do not assume that the U.S, will attack Japan should Japan be at war with 
Russia. Quite the contrary, the far more likely probability is that the capitalist 
Anerican government will help Japan destroy Russian Communisn, It is also possible, 
however, that Anerica may intervene to prevent Japan from Gobbling too much of Russia, 
but this would be after Coniunism was thoroughly destroyed and no longer a world 
menace. It is also possible for U.S. and Japan to go to war against each other, in 
which case Russia night have to setp in for her own interests. Thus we would have the 
case ef Russia at war against capitalist countriscs with certain capitalist countries 
asmallies, If you will recall, Wilson sent a warm letter to the Soviets to induce 
them to carry on the war, and French encrals aided the Bolsheviks in their strug les 
against Germany. The world war did not stop just bocause Russia had a proletarian 
revolution. We say that the most fundanental strugezle is the one between the capital- 
ists and the workers, but there may arise particular circuusteances where the capital- 
‘ists cannot leave off fighting.each other in tine even though a proletarian revolution 
is advanced thereby. 


Should Japan be at war against a workers republic, it would be the duty of the 
“uerican proletariat to take the side of the Sovict and to urge that the Soviet be 
aided in every possible way. I have already pointed out that the Yall Street imper-— 
falist government would certainly not want to aid the proletarian revolutionary coun- 
try and would resist to the utmost. Thus the demand to aid the Sovist would mean a 
demand to smash the Wall Street Government that is against the Soviet. The two go 
hand in hand and cannot be separated. The strugcele of the American working class to 
aid the Soviet becomes part of the struggle to build Soviets in “nerica. Internation- 
a1 working class solidarity compels us to denand that the entire weight of the Anerican 
people be thrown into the fray. 


Here are some of the demands that could be made: 
1. Oust the German and Japanese ambassadors from the country 
2. Complete embargo of goods to these countriss.. 
3. Full credits, without interest, to the Soviets. Immense arms shipments and supplie:< 
4. No neutrality in the war in any way. 
5° Physical struggle against the american capitalists who would side with capitalist 
Weruany and Japan against proletarian Russia. 
6, Protection of all stuff sent to the Sovists with the armed might of the nation. 


The position of the German werkers would be to mutiny in the ranks, to turn their 
guns in the other direction, If American soldders were actually fighting with the 
Russians, the Americans as wéll a8 the Russians would try to fraternize with the Germe 


